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You must receive 100% on the Safety Orientation Safety Test to use any machine.

Personal Safety

Always
1. Remember the ABCs of safety: Always Be Careful.

2. Wear eye protection when working in the lab.

3. Ensure ear protection is worn by everyone when the thickness planer is in use.

4. Tie long hair back and tuck it out of the way.

5. Remove or secure loose clothing, including hoodie strings and long sleeves.

6. Remove jewelry and lanyards.

7. Wear sturdy footwear.

8. Do not operate equipment when under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

9. Notify the teacher immediately in the event of an injury (even minor injuries).

Lab Safety

Always
1. Move at a safe pace in the lab—no running or playing.

2. Use electronic devices appropriately, not when operating machinery

3. Keep your personal work area clean and clear.

4. Return all tools as soon as you are finished using them. This allows other students to use
them and helps keep your work area clear.

5. Report any damaged or missing tools to your teacher immediately.

6. Use a vacuum or brush to keep your material and work area clean.

7. Clean up spilled liquids immediately.

8. Use extension cords temporarily, and use extreme caution to avoid tripping hazards.

9. Be alert in the lab—do not distract others while they are working.

10. Identify locations of emergency power shut-off switches.

11. Identify emergency exits and know the evacuation plan.

12. Treat other students, teachers, projects, tools, and materials with respect.

13. Ensure you know where the first aid kit and eyewash station are located.

14. Ensure a safe operating distance when others are near.

15. Ensure power is disconnected before opening machines for cleaning.

Safety Orientation
PERSONAL SAFETY, LAB SAFETY, TOOL/EQUIPMENT SAFETY
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Tool/Equipment Safety

Always
1. Ask the teacher for permission before using any machine. 

2. Ensure machines and tools are turned on and off by the operator only.

3. Power off machines and tools before making any adjustments.

4. Sharp tools are safest when used correctly—they will cut most accurately and with little force.

5. Report all dull or damaged tools immediately to your teacher.

6. Use tools the way they were intended to be used (for example, a chisel is used for cutting,  
not for prying).

7. Power off the machine and report to your teacher if the machine starts to make 
unfamiliar sounds.

8. Carry hand tools carefully and with sharp tips facing down.

9. Ask the teacher for help if you are unsure about proper tool usage.

10. Use the handle to move or lift a power tool. Do not carry a tool by the electrical cord.

11. Be alert in the lab—do not distract others while they are working.

12. Be courteous in the lab—share tools and materials.

13. Ensure your hands or body are not located in the direction of force when using sharp tools. 

14. Secure materials using clamps and/or vises.

15. Put tools back in proper storage when you are finished using them. Excess tools in work areas 
create a hazard.



T O O L  A N D  L A B  S A F E T Y  P R O C E D U R E S
Band Saw  |  Safety Information

You must receive 100% on the Band Saw Safety Test to use this machine.

1. Ask the teacher for permission before using this machine.

2. If you have a number of cuts to make, plan your work so you can proceed in a logical order. 

3. Always use two hands to control the wood.

4. Power down the saw and wait until the blade stops before making any adjustments.

5. Set the upper guide and blade guard so they are just above the wood. The upper guide 
should be about 3 mm (1/8 inch) above the wood.

6. When cutting, never have your fingers or thumbs in line with the blade. Always keep hands to 
the sides of the blade path.

7. Keep your fingers at least 5 cm (2 inches) away from the blade at all times.

8. Use a push stick when fingers are 5 cm (2 inches) or closer to the blade.

9. Always feed the wood with light pressure and avoid excessive twisting of the saw blade. If 
you feed the material too hard or twist the material too much, you will hear the saw slow 
down. This is a cue to ease back the pressure. Too much pressure or twisting can break 
the blade. 

10. Use very little pressure as you near the end of a cut to let the blade come out of the 
wood slowly.

11. Never back out of a curved cut when the saw is running.

12. Never cut cylindrical or odd shaped pieces using a band saw unless you use a jig to stabilize 
them. Round or irregular shaped wood (that does not have a flat bottom) presents special 
dangers because the force of the blade can twist it out of your control.

13. Remain at the band saw until the blade stops moving. If the band saw has a brake, use it to 
stop the blade after the power has been switched off. 

14. If the blade breaks (it will make a loud sound), turn off the machine, back away, and tell 
your teacher.

15. When finished, wait for the machine to stop and then clean up all scraps and sawdust on the 
saw table and floor using a brush or vacuum.

16. Disconnect the power before opening the machine for cleaning or maintenance.

Band Saw
SAFETY INFORMATION
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Drill Press  |  Safety Information

You must receive 100% on the Drill Press Safety Test to use this machine.

1. Ask the teacher for permission before using this machine.

2. Turn off the drill press before installing or changing a drill bit.

3. Check with your teacher to determine the correct size and style of drill bit for the material 
being used.

4. Make sure the bit is centred and secured in the chuck.

5. Remove the chuck key and ensure it is stored safely, after tightening the bit in the drill chuck. 
Never leave the chuck key in the chuck as it could fly out at you when the machine is turned on.

6. Ensure the bit will drill to the required depth by adjusting the depth gauge before starting the 
drill press. 

7. Before drilling, check with your teacher to determine how the material must be secured 
to prevent it from spinning: small pieces should be clamped. If material spins, turn off the 
machine, back away, and inform the teacher.

8. Clearly mark the centre of any holes to be drilled using a marking tool such as a punch or awl.

9. Set up the operation to avoid drilling into the vise or table. Put some scrap wood under the 
work, or position it in a vise, so that the bit will come through and not strike the table or 
the vise.

10. Do not lower the bit faster than it can easily cut the material. The feed speed is based on the 
type of drill bit and the material being drilled.

11. Allow the drill bit to cut as you maintain steady pressure, reducing the pressure just before 
the bit goes completely through the material.

12. If the drill bit begins to smoke or vibrate, let up on the feed lever to allow the drill to bring the 
shavings out of the hole. This situation may indicate that you are feeding the bit too fast, the 
bit is dull, or you are using the wrong bit for the job.

13. When finished, clean off the drill press table top with a brush to remove sawdust, chips, 
and splinters.

14. Your hands should never be closer than 10 cm (4 inches) from the drill bit.

15. Never cross your hands when operating the drill press.

16. Use your right hand to operate the lowering of the drill bit.

Drill Press
SAFETY INFORMATION
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Hand Drill  |  Safety Information

You must receive 100% on the Hand Drill Safety Test to use this tool.

1. Use the correct size and style of drill bit for the material being used. If you are unsure, check 
with your teacher.

2. Make sure the bit is centred and tight in the chuck.

3. After tightening the bit in the drill chuck, remove the chuck key (if applicable) and ensure it is 
stored safely.

4. If necessary, secure the workpiece with a vise or clamp. This will prevent it from spinning 
around and hurting you if the drill bit gets caught.

5. To prevent drifting of the drill bit, clearly mark the centre of any holes using a marking tool 
such as a punch or awl.

6. Be aware of drill bits and screws coming through materials. Never place your hands behind 
or underneath the workpiece.

7. Set up the operation to avoid drilling into the vise or table. Put some scrap wood under 
the work, or position it in a vise so that the bit will come through and not strike the table or 
the vise.

8. The feed speed is based on the type of drill bit and the material being drilled. Do not feed the 
bit into the material faster than it can cut the material. The drill bit will kick or twist when the 
operator is pushing too hard for the bit to cut the material.

9. Allow the drill bit to cut as you maintain steady pressure, but reduce the pressure just before 
the bit goes completely through the material.

10. Always keep two hands on the drill when possible. If not possible, keep your free hand clear 
of the drill bit. 

Hand Drill
SAFETY INFORMATION
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Jigsaw and Reciprocating Saw  |  Safety Information

You must receive a grade of 100% on the Jigsaw and Reciprocating Saw Safety Test to use this tool.

1. Ask the teacher for permission before using this machine. 

2. Plan all cuts carefully and ensure all layout marks are clear. 

3. Position the material so that it is stable and can be cut from a balanced and comfortable 
position. If necessary, keep the material secure with clamps or a vice.

4. Select the correct blade depending on the thickness and type of material being cut.

5. Always power down the saw (unplug or remove the battery) before inserting or removing 
blades. Be sure the blade is secure before use.

6. Do not use damaged or bent saw blades. 

7. Hold the saw securely when making cuts (both hands for reciprocating saw; one hand 
for jigsaw).

8. Make sure the line of cut is clear to prevent cutting something other than your workpiece, 
such as the power cord or table.

9. Keep hands clear of the saw blade when cutting.

10. Make sure the blade is not touching the wood before turning the on the saw. 

11. Be sure the saw reaches full speed before you begin to cut.

12. Ensure the saw’s base is securely placed on the wood being cut—some jigsaws and 
reciprocating saws do not have blade guards.  

13. Use relief cuts if you are making curved cuts.

14. Never pull a moving blade out of the wood being cut. If you need to stop when cutting, hold 
the saw firmly until the blade stops moving, then remove the saw and reposition it. 

15. Stop the saw if it makes an unusual sound.

16. Always slow down the feed speed as you near the end of a cut to allow the blade to come out 
of the material slowly.

17. Make sure the saw blade has stopped moving before putting down the saw.

18. When using the jigsaw, keep your free hand away from the blade.

19. Never use long blades to cut small material.

Jigsaw and Reciprocating Saw
SAFETY INFORMATION
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Jointer  |  Safety Information

You must receive 100% on the Jointer Safety Test to use this machine.

1. Ask the teacher for permission before using this machine.

2. Make sure that appropriate dust control measures are in place and operational before use.

3. Adjustments must be made by the teacher. Settings are critical. Students should not adjust 
the settings of the jointer, unless under the direct supervision of the teacher.

4. Ensure that all guards are in place and functional before turning on the jointer.

5. Check the wood for staples, grit, or other debris. Look for loose knots and severe checks 
(cracks or breaks). Defects in the wood may cause kickbacks and could damage the machine 
or the operator.

6. On the jointer, always cut wood that is more than 300 mm (12 inches) long. 

7. Determine the crown side of the board face. Feed the wood into the jointer with the crown 
side up (cup side down). 

8. You must use a push stick or push grips if the material you are cutting is lower than the 
fence. If you are unsure, consult with the teacher before cutting.

9. When possible, step the push sticks over the cutter head to avoid injury.

10. Do not joint end stock.

11. Do not joint material that is less than 1.5 cm (5/8 inch) thick.

12. Use adequate downward and forward pressure with both hands to allow the machine to cut 
the wood safely.

Jointer
SAFETY INFORMATION



T O O L  A N D  L A B  S A F E T Y  P R O C E D U R E S
Mitre Saw and Chop Saw  |  Safety Information

You must receive 100% on the Mitre Saw and Chop Saw Safety Test to use this machine.

1. Ask the teacher for permission before using this machine.

2. Power down before making adjustments to the saw.

3. Have the teacher check the setup before making a bevel or mitre cut to ensure you will not 
cut the fence.

4. Ensure the blade guard is in place and working properly. The guard should move freely when 
the blade is raised and lowered.

5. Use clamps when cutting wood that is less than 30 cm (12 inches) long.

6. Plan cuts to avoid knots, cavities, warps, wanes, and bends. These can cause the blade 
to bind and kickback to occur (kickback is when the the wood violently kicks back toward 
the operator).

7. Check wood for foreign materials such as gravel, nails, and staples and remove them 
before cutting.

8. Support long pieces of wood on both ends in a level position.

9. If the wood moves while cutting, release the trigger on the saw and wait for the blade to 
come to a complete stop before raising it.

10. Do not cut round or irregular material unless it is secured appropriately and checked by your 
teacher before cutting.

11. Your supporting hand must be at least 15 cm (6 inches) to one side of the blade as you 
operate the saw with your other hand. 

12. Hold the wood down firmly on the table and flat against the fence. If the wood does not sit 
firmly on the table and flat against the fence, ask the teacher for assistance.

13. After you have completed cutting, clean up the sawdust and scraps using a bench brush 
or vacuum. If there is debris around the blade area before you begin a cut, ensure it is 
properly removed.

14. Never cross your hands while operating the mitre saw or chop saw.

Mitre Saw and Chop Saw
SAFETY INFORMATION



T O O L  A N D  L A B  S A F E T Y  P R O C E D U R E S
Pneumatic Nailer  |  Safety Information

You must receive 100% on the Pneumatic Nailer Safety Test to use this tool.

1. Ask the teacher for permission before using this machine. 

2. Disconnect the air supply hose from the nailer before performing any maintenance and 
before loading (or reloading) nails.

3. Secure small materials with clamps before nailing.

4. Never point a nailer at a person, even if it is empty. 

5. Only use the nailer for its intended purpose.

6. Control the nailer with your dominant hand. The other hand must be a minimum 
of 30 cm (12 inches) away from the point of contact.

7. Select appropriate nail length, gauge, and material based on the intended use. Check 
settings and nail selection using scrap wood.

8. Avoid nailing into knots, as they might re-direct the nail.

9. Never put more than one nail in the same spot.

10. Ensure nails do not extrude beyond the wood or that they will not damage materials found in 
wall cavities (such as wiring or plumbing).

11. Never operate the nailer above the pressure recommended by the manufacturer of the nailer.

12. Keep the nailer dust free.

13. If you notice a loss in strength, stop nailing and let the compressor return to normal 
pressure. Nailing continuously while the compressor is running leads to loss of pressure. 
This may result in nails not set at the correct depth.

14. Disconnect the air supply hose before removing all unused nails from the nailer after you 
have finished.

15. If necessary, see your teacher for the daily or weekly application of lubricating oil for 
the nailer.

16. Never keep your finger on the trigger when not in use.

17. Make sure the air hose is free from obstruction.

18. Never pull on the air hose with the nailer attached.

Pneumatic Nailer
SAFETY INFORMATION
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Portable Circular Saw  |  Safety Information

You must receive 100% on the Portable Circular Saw Safety Test to use this tool.

1. Ask the teacher for permission before using this machine. 

2. Wear hearing protection when operating the portable circular saw. 

3. Never cut pieces smaller than 60 cm (24 inches) using the portable circular saw.

4. Position the material so that it is stable and unable to move. 

5. Operate the saw from a balanced and comfortable position.

6. Make sure the two ends of the material will fall apart at the end of a cut. If the two ends fall 
together, they will pinch the blade and cause the saw to kick back towards you. Pinching the 
blade is probably the most common mistake made when using a portable circular saw. 

7. Before using, unplug the saw and check the blade guard operation by lifting it to ensure it is 
working properly. Never use a portable circular saw if the blade guard is sticking.

8. Make sure the cut path is clear beneath the piece being cut because you cannot see the 
bottom of the blade while cutting. It will cut through anything it runs into. (Many people have 
been surprised when the saw cuts its own cord, or when the sawhorse they were working on 
has been cut in half).

9. Unplug the saw to check blade depth. The blade gullets should clear the material being cut 
by 5 mm (1/4 inch).

10. Let the saw reach full speed before you begin a cut. 

11. Make sure the blade is not touching the wood when you pull the trigger. If the saw is 
touching the wood, it will kick back towards you.

12. Keep a firm grip on the handle when using a portable circular saw. Keep in mind that objects 
behind the saw, like feet or fingers, are in more danger than objects in front of the saw. The 
rotation of the blade on a portable circular saw can cause it to kick back towards you if there 
is a problem.

13. If the saw is having difficulty cutting through the wood (“protesting”), ease up slightly on 
pressure to allow the blade to cut more slowly.

14. Do not put the saw down until the blade stops spinning.

15. Carry the saw by its handle only.

Portable Circular Saw
SAFETY INFORMATION
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Portable Router  |  Safety Information

You must receive 100% on the Portable Router Safety Test to use this tool.

1. Ask the teacher for permission before using this machine. 

2. Unplug the router before changing the bit or making any other adjustments.

3. Install the bit with at least 15 mm (5/8 inch) of the shaft in the collet chuck. If the bit is 
installed with less than 15 mm, it could vibrate loose during use.

4. Make sure the switch is off before you plug in the router, otherwise the tool might start when 
you plug it in.

5. If using a bit with a ball-bearing guide, ensure that the guide is securely fastened to the bit.

6. Use both hands while operating the router.

7. Secure the material with a vise, clamps, or friction mat. Never hold the material with one 
hand while routing with the other.

8. Before you turn the router on, ensure the bit is not touching the wood. The router must be at 
full speed to cut safely.

9. Cut with even pressure and a steady pace, with the base flat against the wood. Do not force 
the cut. If you are cutting too fast or too slow, you will smell burning and see burn marks on 
the wood. Test your setup using scrap materials first.

10. Cut against the rotation of the bit. This allows better control as you push the router into 
the cut. If you move the router the other way, it will pull itself along and be very difficult 
to control.

11. When you have finished the cut, allow the bit to stop rotating before putting the router down 
on its side.

12. Unplug the router and remove the bit before storing the router away.

Portable Router
SAFETY INFORMATION



T O O L  A N D  L A B  S A F E T Y  P R O C E D U R E S
Router Table  |  Safety Information

You must receive a grade of 100% on the Router Table Safety Test to use this machine.

1. Ask the teacher for permission before using this machine. 

2. Unplug the router before changing the bit or making any other adjustments.

3. Make sure the switch is off before you plug in the router, otherwise the tool might start when 
you plug it in.

4. Install bits with at least 15 mm (5/8 inch) of the shaft in the collet chuck. If the bit is installed 
with less than 15 mm, it could vibrate loose during use.

5. Before starting the router, ensure push sticks are within reach.

6. Position the table fence so that an appropriate amount of material will be removed based on 
material, bit shape, and depth. It is best to make multiple passes, removing small amounts 
of material with each pass, rather than a single pass that attempts to remove too much 
material and causes wood break-out and/or overload on the bit and router. 

7. “Step” your hands over the bit and use push sticks and/or push blocks. Never pass your hand 
directly over the bit.

8. When necessary, use featherboards to ensure consistent contact with the router bit. 

9. If using a bit with a ball-bearing guide, ensure that the guide is securely fastened to the bit. 

10. Before you turn on the router, make sure the bit is clear of the material and the fence is 
securely clamped or tightened. 

11. Once the router is up to speed, cut with even pressure at a steady pace. Don’t force the cut or 
overload the router.

12. Ensure the wood is flat on the router table at all times.

13. Always feed the material against the rotation of the bit, feeding material typically from the 
right side of the machine to the left.

14. When finished, turn off the router, wait for the bit to stop spinning, and then use a bench 
brush or vacuum to remove unwanted material or a buildup of sawdust.

Router Table
SAFETY INFORMATION
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Scroll Saw  |  Safety Information

You must receive 100% on the Scroll Saw Safety Test to use this machine.

1. Ask the teacher for permission before using this machine. 

2. Unplug the scroll saw before changing the blade.

3. Do not use bent blades in the scroll saw.

4. Always check the blade tension to ensure the blade is tight and will not bend during use. 
Incorrect blade tension may result in a broken blade.

5. Adjust the height of the blade guide so the drop foot (hold down) is resting on the top of the 
material. This will keep the wood from vibrating (or chattering).

6. Never allow your fingers or thumbs to be in line with the blade. Always maneuver the 
material around the blade with hands to the sides.

7. Always keep your fingers at least 5 cm (2 inches) away from the blade.

8. Stop cutting if you see or smell smoke from the blade area. This means the wood is burning 
due to excessive friction.

9. Use a jig to stabilize cylindrical or odd shaped pieces. Round or irregular shaped wood 
without a flat bottom can be dangerous because the force of the blade can twist it out of 
your control.

10. To prevent the blade from breaking, do not push the wood into the blade faster than it can 
cut. Allow the blade to do the cutting.

11. If a blade breaks, turn off the machine immediately and then tell the teacher.

12. Release the blade tension before unhooking the blade.

13. When using a variable speed scroll saw, adjust the speed according to the thickness and 
type of material being cut. Generally, the thicker the cut, the faster the speed.

14. When finished, wait for the machine to stop and then clean up any scraps and sawdust 
using a brush or vacuum.

15. Always keep two hands on the material being cut.

16. Do not back the blade out of a cut.

Scroll Saw
SAFETY INFORMATION



T O O L  A N D  L A B  S A F E T Y  P R O C E D U R E S
Stationary Sander  |  Safety Information

You must receive 100% on the Stationary Sander Safety Test to use this machine.

1. Ask the teacher for permission before using this machine. 

2. Before sanding, ensure the dust collection system is activated and functioning.

3. Ensure the disc and belt are not ripped or damaged. Contact the teacher if you notice rips or 
tears in the sanding belt or disc.

4. Before changing the sanding disc and belt, unplug the machine.

5. Before sanding, make sure all layout marks are clear.

6. Check that guards (if applicable) are in place.

7. Ensure the wood is not touching the sanding disc or belt when you start the sander.

8. Hold the material flat to the table and lightly to the sanding surface using both hands.

9. Hold the wood carefully against the work table so that you never touch the moving disc 
or belt.

10. Remove only small amounts of wood. Use a saw if large amounts need to be removed.

11. Use a “cleaner” (crepe rubber block) to keep the disc and belt free of buildup.

12. Allow the sander to reach full speed before beginning to sand material.

13. Always keep your fingers at least 5 cm (2 inches) away from the sanding surface.

14. Sanding round material is acceptable if appropriate jigs or clamps are in place.

15. Material that is less than 7.5 cm (3 inches) must be held in a clamp or jig.

16. Remove all nails, dirt, and other debris from the wood before sanding.

17. When you have turned off the sander, stay with it until it stops.

18. Clean up dust and debris using a bench brush.

Stationary Sander
SAFETY INFORMATION
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You must receive 100% on the Table Saw Safety Test to use this machine.

General Safety

1. Ask the teacher for permission before using this machine. 

2. The table saw is recommended for students who have demonstrated preparedness while 
under the supervision of the teacher.

3. Remove unnecessary wood, tools, and sawdust from the table and floor area where you will 
be working.

4. Ensure the blade guard is working properly prior to use, ensure all guards, anti-kickback 
fingers, and splitters are in place and functional.

5. Before turning on the machine, check the kickback zone (the area behind the operator) to 
ensure no one is standing there.

6. Always use the guards.

7. Set the blade height to clear the wood by about 5 mm (1/4 inch). If you set it higher, you 
may create a hazard. Set it lower for special circumstances, such as undercutting or partial 
cutting with direction from the teacher.

8. Never cut material that is less than 30 cm (12 inches) long. Small material is dangerous 
because it brings your fingers closer to the blade, it can kick back more easily because it is 
lighter, and it is difficult to keep straight and tight against the fence.

9. Never attempt to cut rounded wood or wood that does not sit flat on the table as it can roll 
and cause kickback.

10. Keep hands well away from the blade at all times. Never line your fingers up with the blade 
when the saw is running. 

11. Stand to the left or right side of the blade whenever possible so that you won’t get hit by 
wood that kicks back. (When pushing wide pieces through, like wide cuts of plywood, you 
may stand to the right of the blade, but ensure the wood remains flat on the table and tight 
against the fence at all times. When using the table saw, never stand directly behind the 
blade. Don’t allow others to stand in the area behind the blade kickback zone.)

12. Make sure the blade has stopped completely before picking up material or scrap from the saw. 

13. Never pass your hand or wood over a running saw blade. Shut the saw off first. After pushing 
wood past the blade, let the wood drop to the floor or rest on the outfeed table.

14. Never make free-hand cuts on the table saw; always use either the fence or the mitre gauge. 

15. Never feed a piece of wood backwards or back a board out of a cut. Remember, the blade 
turns toward you and wood fed backwards will be kicked toward you.

16. If you notice something unsafe while cutting, it is okay to turn the table saw off while  
in the middle of a cut. Hold your work steady until the blade stops completely.

Table Saw
SAFETY INFORMATION

over



T O O L  A N D  L A B  S A F E T Y  P R O C E D U R E S
Table Saw  |  Safety Information2  o f  2

Ripping

17. Ensure the fence is adjusted accurately and properly secured. A fence that moves during cutting 
can cause kickback and damage wood.

18. Make sure long and heavy cuts of wood are supported on the outfeed side of the table saw with a 
table, bench, or rollers to ensure they don’t tip over when pushed through.

19. Use a push stick between the blade and the fence to advance the wood past the blade, and at 
the same time to keep wood tight against the fence. Be sure to push the wood all the way past 
the blade. Wood left between the blade and the fence, or wood that is not flat on the fence, will 
kickback and fly backwards at a high speed. This is one of the most common table saw accidents. 

20. Always use a push stick when ripping pieces to a width less than 15 cm (6 inches). 

21. When ripping boards, always use the fence and push the material between the blade and the fence 
until it has passed clear of the blade.

22. When ripping, make sure the wood is always tight against the fence by using the push stick and 
free hand to do so. 

23. When nearing the end of a rip cut, use only the push stick to complete the cut. (Your left hand 
would be placed in line with, or too close to, the blade.) 

Crosscutting

24. Use a mitre gauge or crosscut jig for crosscutting (crosscutting is when wood is cut at an angle to 
the long axis of a board). Never use the fence when crosscutting and don’t adjust the fence when 
the saw is running.

25. When using the mitre gauge, make sure the wood is held tightly to it with both hands and that 
hands are not in line with the blade.

Teacher

26. Power down the saw (unplug or shut down the power panel) before performing any maintenance, 
including adjusting the guards.

27. Use the splitter and anti-kickback fingers. Under special circumstances they may be removed 
(e.g., dado cuts, undercutting) and then they are to be reinstalled immediately. The teacher must 
supervise all of these adjustments.

28. Ensure the correct throat plate is matched to the blade in use. For example, a zero-clearance throat 
plate is best when crosscutting material. Different throat plates may be needed for cuts where the 
blade is at an angle or for dado cuts.

29. Ensure push sticks are in good working order and appropriate for the intended cut.

30. Jigs and fixtures may be used in special circumstances to extend the capabilities of the table saw, 
but their installation and use must be supervised by the teacher.



T O O L  A N D  L A B  S A F E T Y  P R O C E D U R E S
Thickness Planer  |  Safety Information

You must receive 100% on the Thickness Planer Safety Test to use this machine.

1. Ask the teacher for permission before using this machine.

2. Make sure that appropriate dust control measures are in place and operational before use.

3. Ensure all guards are in place and functional before turning on the planer.

4. Check the material for staples, grit, or other foreign matter. Look for loose knots and severe 
checks. Defects in the wood could damage the machine, and may cause kickback and injure 
the operator.

5. Keep fingers above the wood surface so they do not get pinched.

6. It is best to position the board with your hands clear of the infeed table and gently push the 
board into the planer. There are a series of rollers inside this machine that push the wood 
down firmly against the table. Shorter boards could pinch your fingers against the table. 
Allow the infeed and outfeed rollers to control the wood.

7. On the first pass through the planer, place the jointed (smooth) face downwards, away from 
the planer knives. Once the ‘crown’ has been reduced, flip the board as appropriate.

8. Never cut material that is less than 30 cm long (12 inches). Short material can get caught 
between the power rollers inside the planer.

9. Do not remove more than 1.5 mm (1/16 inch) of wood per pass. Most planers have a shear 
pin that will break if the machine is overloaded. This protects more expensive machine parts 
from damage. 

10. Stand to the side so you will not get hit if the wood kicks back. Never look into a 
running planer. 

11. If you need to clear the table of wood dust, turn off the planer; wait for it to stop; unplug it; 
and use a bench brush or vacuum to remove all materials. Never brush shavings off the table 
with your hand. 

12. Use a backing board when cutting material that is less than 10 mm (3/8 inch) thick. Never 
put plywood in a planer.

13. Do not pull the boards off the outfeed table; wait for the planer’s rollers to push them out, 
and then remove them.

14. If the wood gets stuck, turn the planer off, and get the teacher. Do not use your hand to clear 
the blockage. Ask your teacher for assistance.

15. Allow the planer to reach full speed before planing the wood.

Thickness Planer
SAFETY INFORMATION



T O O L  A N D  L A B  S A F E T Y  P R O C E D U R E S
Wood Lathe  |  Safety Information

You must receive 100% on the Wood Lathe Safety Test to use this machine.

1. Ask the teacher for permission before using this machine.

2. Ensure the lathe is unplugged before making any adjustments.

3. Make sure the wood is solidly mounted and all locks are secure before cutting.

4. Inspect the material for bad glue joints, loose knots, or severe checks. Any of these defects 
could cause an accident.

5. Keep the tool rest close to the workpiece at all times—within 5 mm, if possible. As you turn a 
project and the gap between the wood and the tool rest increases, so does the chance of the 
chisel catching. Move the tool rest closer as the work progresses.

6. Always turn off the lathe to adjust the tool rest.

7. Remove all keys and wrenches before operating the lathe.

8. Before turning on the lathe, rotate the workpiece by hand to ensure the wood will not hit the 
tool rest when you turn on the power.

9. Begin turning the lathe at a low speed. The wood may be unbalanced (especially large, rough 
material) and could vibrate at a high speed.

10. Hold the chisel with one hand on the handle and the other guiding against the tool rest. Your 
front hand should control the cut by holding the chisel against the tool rest while pressing 
down with your thumb. Your back hand should steady the chisel by holding the chisel 
against your body.

11. Remove the tool rest from the lathe when sanding or finishing your project so there is no 
danger of pinching your fingers.

12. Use a face shield when operating the wood lathe.

Wood Lathe
SAFETY INFORMATION


	Safety Orientation
	Band Saw
	Drill Press
	Hand Drill
	Jigsaw and Reciprocating Saw
	Jointer
	Mitre Saw and Chop Saw
	Pneumatic Nailer
	Portable Circular Saw
	Portable Router
	Router Table
	Scroll Saw
	Stationary Sander
	Table Saw
	Thickness Planer
	Wood Lathe



